Basic elements of Bate’s astrological technique by Vanden Broecke, Steven
Chapter 7
Basic elements of Bate’s astrological technique
(Steven Vanden Broecke)
7.1. Th e four astrological charts of the Nativitas
Bate’s analysis in the Nativitas rests on four charts:
(1) Bate’s natal chart (24 March 1246, 0h06 a.m.)
(2) Chart for the conjunction of Sun and Moon immediately preceding Bate’s 
birth (19 March 1246, 3h47 a.m.)
(3) Chart for Bate’s 35th revolution (23 March 1280, 5h01 a.m.)
(4) Chart for Bate’s 36th revolution (23 March 1281, 10h48m30s a.m.)
Bate’s central reference point is obviously his natal chart, which maps the state of the 
visible heavens in relation to the local horizon at the precise moment of Bate’s birth. 
Th e astrological chart for the syzygy (i.e., opposition or conjunction) of Sun and Moon 
immediately preceding Bate’s birth supplements this. Although it plays a minor role 
in Bate’s self-analysis, it does allow him to check alternative methods for rectifying his 
nativity (see below).273 Bate also draws upon the syzygy chart in assessing the qualities 
of his soul,274 in his analysis of the tenth house,275 and in his predictions of his manner 
of death.276 Finally, we have the solar revolutions of Bate’s nativity for his 35th and 
36th year, which allow him to fi ne tune his analysis for these specifi c years of his life.
Much of what these fi gures can teach us about Bate’s biography, self-fashioning, 
and attitude towards astrological meaning making, have been discussed above (see 
above, sections 2.3 and 4.2). In this section, we focus on some of the technical 
aspects of these horoscopes, particularly on the actual interpretive procedures by 
which Bate gradually unfolds the secrets of his astrological persona.
Th e approximate latitude for which Bate’s four astrological horoscopes were cast 
can be determined through their house cusps.277 In order to determine the bound-
aries or ‘cusps’ between diff erent houses (for further discussion, see below, section 
7.4), astrologers developed many diff erent methods. Th roughout the Nativitas, Bate 
uses what John North has called the ‘standard method’ of house division (also 
known as the ‘Alcabitius method’).278
273 Nat. 155 and passim.
274 Nat. 1175-1184.
275 Nat. 2513.
276 Nat. 2632-2634.
277 We follow the method discussed in North 1986, pp. 17-20. For the obliquity of the ecliptic (ε), 
we use the standard medieval value of 23;33,30° as found, inter alia, in the Toledan tables.
278 North 1986, p. 4 and passim.
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Bate’s birth chart was cast for a latitude of 51;2,15°; the chart for the preceding syzygy 
for a latitude of 50;24,13°; the chart for the revolution of the 35th year for a latitude of 
58;16,46°; the chart for the revolution of the 36th year for a latitude of 50;54,18°. Th ese 
results are considerably underdetermined by the accuracy of the stated values for 
the house cusps. Unfortunately, we do not know which house tables Bate used (he 
probably made his own for the latitude of Mechelen), since these are not present in the 
extant versions of the Tables of Mechelen. Nevertheless, the divergent result for the 
third horoscope disappears by slightly altering Bate’s stated value for the longitude of 
the cusp of the fourth house. Th e results are thus suffi  ciently close to the Mechelen 
latitude of 51° to conclude that the Nativitas’s horoscopes were cast for the horizon 
of that city.
In calculating planetary and zodiac positions at each particular time (and for this 
particular place), Bate used his own Tables of Mechelen (see above, section 3.1.3). 
Each of the resulting four astrological charts are given below (see also pp. 119-121).
Paris, BnF, lat. 10270, fol. 143r
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Paris, BnF, lat. 10270, fol. 143v
Paris, BnF, lat. 10270, fol. 170v
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Paris, BnF, lat. 10270, fol. 175r
7.2. Rectifying the nativity
Until at least the sixteenth century, precise knowledge of one’s age was hardly com-
mon, or even considered important.279 Accordingly, Bate considered himself lucky 
to have gleaned suffi  cient data from his mother before her death. According to her, 
Henry was born shortly after midnight during the night following the Friday before 
Palm Sunday 1245 [Easter reckoning].280 Bate tells us that both the day and the time 
were confi rmed by female family members who assisted during his mother’s labor 
as well as by his own wet-nurses.281 Bate obtained indirect confi rmation of the year 
from the birth date of his older sister.282 Nevertheless, Bate required more precision 
to accurately determine his ascendant degree: the degree of the ecliptic that was 
rising above the eastern horizon at his time and place of birth.283
Several astrological methods were available for this. On the authority of Abra-
ham Ibn Ezra’s Sefer ha-Moladot, Bate rejected the one proposed in Ptolemy’s 
Tetrabiblos III.2.284 Instead, he followed the so-called trutina Hermetis or ‘Enoch’s 
279 Ariès 1962, pp. 15-8.
280 Nat. 36-41.
281 Nat. 44-45.
282 Nat. 53-70.
283 Nat. 81-83.
284 Nat. 83-84.
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balance’, as advocated and refi ned by Ibn Ezra.285 Th is method rests on the assump-
tion that “the position of the Moon at the time of birth is the ascendant degree at 
the time of conception, and vice versa”.286 Having established the position of the 
Moon at Gemini 17° and on the Western horizon (i.e., near the descendant degree 
of the ecliptic) around his approximate time of birth, Bate relies on Ibn Ezra to infer 
that his conception happened 259 days before his birth.287
Th is result allows Bate to cast a precise horoscope for his time of conception 
with Gemini 17° as the ascendant degree (following the aforementioned principle 
of the trutina Hermetis), and to determine the position of the Moon at that time, 
which turns out to be in Sagittarius 12°20’.288 Bate verifi es his chosen estimate for 
the time of pregnancy against other options off ered by Ibn Ezra, but fi nds that the 
latter contradict certain basic tenets of Ibn Ezra’s theory.289 Accordingly, he settles 
for Sagittarius 12°20’ as his true ascendant degree at birth, fi nding further support 
for this result through a close match with the —initially rejected— Ptolemaic meth-
od.290 Th is in turn allows him to determine that his birth occurred on Saturday 
24 March 1246 [new style], at 6 minutes past midnight.291
7.3. Hyleg, alcochoden, and empirical verifi cation of the rectifi ed  nativity
Having found his true nativity, Bate’s fi rst task was to determine the hyleg “ad-
ministering the life of the native”.292 Hyleg is a Latin transliteration of the Persian 
haylāj, which in turn translates the Greek ἀφέτης or “prorogator”. Direction (also 
known as ‘prorogation’ or ‘primary direction’) or ἀφέσις is an astrological technique 
for determining the native’s lifespan and accidents in life, whose classic (but by no 
means defi nitive) exposition is found in Ptolemy’s Tetrabiblos III.10.293 According 
to Ptolemy, individual human lifespans were represented by a specifi c arc of the 
ecliptic, situated between the place of one’s personal ‘prorogator’ and the place of 
one’s ‘destroyer’ (ἀναιρέτης). At birth, a person’s life was launched at the place of 
the prorogator, beginning a lifelong journey (at 1° per year) to the destructive point. 
Specifi c accidents in life were symbolized by intermediate signifi cations encoun-
tered during that journey, and herein lies one immediate benefi t of knowledge of 
the hyleg: it allows Bate to pursue empirical a posteriori verifi cation of his rectifi ed 
285 Nat. 85-91. For a complete exposition of this method, see Sela 2014, pp. 42-5.
286 See Sela 2014, p. 43.
287 Nat. 124-126. See Sela 2014, p. 43.
288 Nat. 127-128.
289 Nat. 129-150.
290 Nat. 152-158.
291 Bate goes on to consider and reject a number of alternative methods of rectifi cation, attributed 
to Messahallah, Abraham Iudeus (see chapter 6 above), Albumasar, and Hermann of Carinthia: see 
Nat. 159-217.
292 Nat. 540-541; Nat. 650.
293 For an excellent overview of the diff erent uses of the doctrine of prorogation, see Sela 2014, 
pp. 46-57.
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nativity, precisely by checking whether known accidents in life match the calculated 
progression of his hyleg along the ecliptic.294 Bate identifi es the Moon as his hyleg, 
and this for three reasons: his nativity is nocturnal, the Moon is in the seventh 
house, and it is in aspect to Mercury, the ruler of that house (Nat. 536-541).295
Th e alcochoden (a Latin transliteration of the Persian kadhkhudāh), on the other 
hand, is not a place but a planet.296 It denotes the ruler of the hyleg, and is usually 
identifi ed as the ultimate “giver of life”.297 Without specifying his methodology, Bate 
identifi es Mercury as his alcochoden.298 Th e underlying logic is nevertheless clear: 
in Bate’s nativity, Mercury rules the Moon. Th e Moon being at Gemini 17°, he fi nds 
that Mercury is both the ruler of this sign and the planet that has the most essential 
dignities in the degree of the Moon. Another condition stipulated by astrological 
authorities is that the prospective alcochoden be in aspect to the hyleg.299 Bate notes 
that both Mercury’s status as alcochoden and the Moon’s status as hyleg are threat-
ened by Mercury being combust (i.e., covered over by the Sun’s rays), but eliminates 
this possibility by drawing an extensive analogy between Mercury and the eff ects 
of the Sun’s position in Aries.300 Th is allows him to retain Mercury as the “giver of 
years” (dator annorum) and to project a life expectancy of 80 years for himself.301
7.4. A template for analysis: the twelve houses
Bate’s analysis of his natal chart follows the order of the twelve astrological houses 
(domus, τόποι): a division of the local horizon into twelve parts, each of which is 
responsible for one specifi c area of human life. Bate’s association of specifi c houses 
to specifi c areas of life is rather standardized and closely follows the description of 
Albumasar’s Introductorium maius VI.26.302
According to Bate, the fi rst house stands for the complexion and form of the 
body, as well as the qualities of the soul (i.e., mores and passions of the native).303 
294 Nat. 223-236. Bate traces the match between the hyleg ’s progression and his life events from 
Nat. 241 to Nat. 346, and supplements this with astrological data from relevant natal revolutions (see 
below, section 7.6).
295 Bate’s method is attested, inter alia, in Alcabitius, Introductorius IV.4 (Burnett, Yamamoto 
and Yano 2004, pp. 319-20) and Johannes Hispalensis, Epitome (Hispalensis 1548, sig. I3r/v). For a 
discussion of the method laid out in Abraham Ibn Ezra’s Sefer ha-Moladot, see Sela 2014, pp. 45-50, 
with additional references to Dorotheus of Sidon and Ptolemy (amongst others).
296 North 1988, p. 216.
297 For a number of useful medieval astrological references, see Dunlop 1949.
298 Nat. 642. For other mentions of the alcochoden, see Nat. 572, 579, 585, 589, 664, 670, 675, 686, 
713, 715, 724, 920, 1145, 2757, 2837, 2843.
299 See e.g. Alcabitius, Introductorius IV.5 (Burnett, Yamamoto and Yano 2004, p. 323); Hispalensis 
1548, sig. [I4r].
300 Nat. 585-624.
301 Nat. 710-712.
302 See Albumasar 1995-1997, vol. 8, p. 121:965 to 122:1036.
303 Nat. 751, 759, 814, 842.
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Th e second house indicates material prosperity.304 Th e third house refers to the 
native’s relation to brothers and sisters (although Bate does not discuss the latter).305 
Th e fourth house indicates the native’s parents and hidden things.306 Th e fi fth house 
determines off spring and matters pertaining to love.307 Th e sixth house stands for 
bodily health and diseases.308 Th e seventh house indicates negotiations concerning 
marriage, as well as other social relations.309 Th e eighth house reveals the native’s 
manner of death.310 Th e ninth house stands for religion, science, and travel.311 Th e 
tenth house shows worldly honors and dignities, particularly in relation to princes. 
Th e eleventh house manifests good fortune and friendships.312 Th e twelfth house 
reveals the native’s enemies.313 Concerning the eight house, Bate favours the exam-
ples of Ptolemy and Ibn Ezra by relegating treatment of his manner of death to the 
very end of the analysis, thus minimizing his discussion of this particular house.314
7.5. Bate’s procedure of astrological self-analysis: the example of the fi rst 
house
7.5.1. Complexion and shape of the body
Among the twelve houses, Bate’s analysis of the fi rst is by far the lengthiest, com-
prising 46 of the total length of the judgment of his nativity. As was usual, the 
judgment of the fi rst house begins with an analysis of the complexion and shape 
of Bate’s body. It is followed by a discussion of the quality of Bate’s soul (see below, 
section 7.5.2). Th e classic astrological signifi ers of the complexion and shape of 
the body were the ascendant, its ruling planet, and the Moon. Accordingly, Bate 
announces that he will fi rst consider the disposition of these.315
Bate’s ascendant sign was Sagittarius, which is the principal house of Jupiter. 
Accordingly, he determines his bodily complexion to be jovial and sanguine. Sat-
urn’s sextile aspect to the ascendant, however, also suggested tinges of slowness 
(tarditas) and indolence (pigritia). Bate uses the authority of Albumasar and Ibn 
Ezra to mitigate this melancholic interpretation of his complexion.316 Interestingly, 
304 Nat. 1424.
305 Nat. 1512.
306 Nat. 1533, 1587.
307 Nat. 1652.
308 Nat. 1706.
309 Nat. 1751-1752, Nat. 1898-1899.
310 Nat. 2125.
311 Nat. 2130-2131.
312 Nat. 2546-2547.
313 Nat. 2589.
314 Nat. 2125-2127.
315 Nat. 753-756.
316 Nat. 757-775.
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his astrological arguments for a hot complexion are combined with astronomical 
and seasonal ones.317
Th e Moon’s opposition to the ascendant signifi ed bodily problems, and Bate 
specifi cally identifi ed this as a cause of his digestive problems.318 In Firmicus Mater-
nus’s Mathesis, however, Bate stumbled upon other dimensions of his natal Moon 
that fi tted his life (secundum quod experimenta declarauerunt) and nativity to a tee. 
A waxing Moon moving away from Saturn and into aspect with Mercury (as was the 
case at the time of Bate’s birth) announced, despite Mercury’s being combust (see 
above), silent and secretive individuals, students of the stars, teachers, orators, or 
physicians.319 Sun and Moon being both in masculine signs, Bate’s bodily condition 
was also diagnosed as being of noble and virile form.320
Bate next considered the ascending face ( facies). In the faces system, each zodiac 
sign was divided in three ten-degree arcs (totaling 36), each of which has its own 
planetary ruler. Bate’s ascending degree being Sagittarius 12°, he was thus looking 
at the second face of Sagittarius, whose ruler is the Moon.321 On the authority of 
‘Abraham Princeps’ and Abraham Ibn Ezra, Bate took this to signify —among other 
things— a rotund face, upright posture, white color, connected eyebrows, and a 
quickness of motion tempered by Saturnine tardity.322
Finally, Bate also took in data from the so-called planetary hour: the planet 
ruling the specifi c hour in which Bate was born, which he previously determined 
to be Jupiter.323 Satisfyingly, this confi rmed the general predominance of Jupiter in 
shaping Bate’s bodily form and complexion.324
7.5.2. Qualities of the soul
In investigating the qualities of his soul, Bate took the disposition of his ascending 
sign (Sagittarius) and of Mercury as his main basis. Emphasis on Mercury as a 
privileged signifi er of the qualities of one’s soul was standard in medieval Latin 
astrology; moreover, Bate had already self-identifi ed as “mercurial in his main ac-
tions”.325 Nevertheless, the combination with the lord of the ascendant specifi cally 
echoed the instructions in chapter 5 of Albohali’s De nativitatibus.326
317 Nat. 775-783. Such combinations were recommended by Ibn Ezra. See Sela 2014, pp. 98-9.
318 Nat. 783-786.
319 Nat. 788-795.
320 Nat. 809-811.
321 See Alcabitius, Introductorius I.20 (Burnett, Yamamoto and Yano 2004, p. 237-8).
322 Nat. 812-832.
323 Nat. 377-378. By his own reckoning, Bate was born in the seventh hour after sunset on a Friday. 
See Alcabitius, Introductorius II.49 (Burnett, Yamamoto and Yano 2004, pp. 293-4).
324 Nat. 833-837.
325 Nat. 647.
326 Albohali 1546, sig. c2r.
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7.5.2.1. Jupiter
Beginning with the disposition of the ascendant, Bate fi rst focuses on Jupiter, lord 
of the ascendant (see above, section 7.5.1), and more specifi cally on that planet’s 
conjunction with Saturn in mid-heaven (i.e., the cusp of the tenth house, which 
is usually the culminating degree of the ecliptic above one’s local horizon).327 As 
was the case in his analysis of bodily qualities, Bate identifi ed Jupiter as a suffi  cient 
curb on Saturn’s noxiousness, despite the latter planet’s retrograde motion at the 
time of Bate’s birth. Even so, Saturn would continue to shape “labor and diffi  culty” 
in attaining jovial goods such as worldly pre-eminence, nobility, loftiness of mind, 
profundity or excellence of counsel.328
In a later passage, Bate off ered a methodological gloss on this interpretation, 
claiming that whenever contrary signifi cations manifest themselves in a chart, the 
nature of the native typically mixes and mutually tempers these; nevertheless, the 
stronger planet usually has the upper hand.329 Bate also recommended the tech-
nique of revolutions as a privileged way of detailing and discerning these seemingly 
confused signifi cations.330
Distancing the threats of Saturn even further, Bate subsequently argued that at 
least in his nativity, this malefi cent planet was actually a benefi cent infl uence, on 
account of — among other reasons — its place in exaltation in Libra, in the exalted 
tenth house, and its association with Jupiter.331 More specifi cally, it signifi ed a soul, 
curious about higher things.332 Here too, associations with the culminating tenth 
house came in handy.333
Bate detailed the specifi c qualities conferred by Jupiter at a later stage of his 
analysis, mostly on the authority of Albumasar’s Introductorium maius:
“A noble soul, healthy wisdom and intellect, interpretation of visions, certainty and 
truth, duties, laws, temples, ceremonies, religion, honesty, fortitude, temperance, justice, 
grace, true faith, humility and obedience. Sometimes, after deliberation, [the native 
will] rashly take up an affair and run into difficulty. [Jupiter also indicates] patience, 
the company and co-dwelling of men, steadfastness in promises, reliable testimony. 
[The native will be] cheerful, happy, gentle, indulging Venus, useful in addresses, both 
to himself and others, fleeing the bad and seeking out the good, circumspect through 
counsel, serious in speech, healthy and fruitful, both in private and public affairs”.334
327 On the dominance of Jupiter as an indicator of the qualities of Bate’s soul, see also Nat. 1015-
1017.
328 Nat. 846-864, 1017-1018, 1037-1040. For Bate’s qualifi cation of the supposed negative signifi ca-
tions of Saturn’s retrograde motion, see Nat. 903-922 and 930-948.
329 Nat. 1203-1210.
330 Nat. 1210-1230.
331 Nat. 864-928. Also see Nat. 1020-1022, 1165-1167.
332 Nat. 949 and 998-1000.
333 Nat. 989-998.
334 Nat. 1004-1014.
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Th e third signifi cator to enter Bate’s purview was the sign of Libra, home to 
both Jupiter and Saturn in Bate’s nativity. For Bate, Libra’s signifi cance lay with 
its reputation as a sign of justice, prophets, princes, and men obedient to divine 
matters. Th is reinforced the suggestion that a Saturn-Jupiter conjunction in the 
tenth house signifi ed the appearance of a king or prophet.335 Further evidence for 
the signifi cance of Libra was taken from the fact that by Bate’s reckoning (which 
placed his birth in 1245 AD, Easter style), twenty years had elapsed since the pre-
vious Saturn-Jupiter conjunction of 1225 (which occurred in Aquarius). Applying 
the technique of astrological profection, this yielded Libra as the sign of profection 
for the year of his own birth.336
Apparently, Bate’s claim that he was born in a year with a Saturn-Jupiter con-
junction337 (one did occur on September 21, 1246, in Libra 19°) provided him with 
suffi  cient reason to apply knowledge from mundane astrology (which specializes 
in events pertaining to large groups, countries, regions, or even the entire world) 
in natal astrology (which specializes in individual events). He thus uses a passage 
from Albumasar’s De magnis coniunctionibus IV.7, discussing the signifi cation of 
Libra, to not only confi rm his soul’s special affi  nity with religious matters, but to 
add associations with public speech, trade, mathematics, and music.338
7.5.2.2. Mercury
Having analysed the disposition of Jupiter, Bate turns next to the second main 
signifi er of the qualities of his soul: Mercury. Not unlike his procedure for Jupiter 
(in its relation to Saturn), Bate begins by considering a number of threats to Mer-
cury’s benefi cent infl uence. First, there is the fact that Mercury was combust in 
Bate’s horoscope (see above, section 7.3). Bate sidesteps this by adducing empirical 
evidence, arguing that his character and biography to date, illustrated how the 
planet continued to send down its benefi ts.339
Secondly, Bate acknowledges Mercury’s association with Mars through the for-
mer planet’s position in Aries, the house of Mars. Th is too suggested dubious quali-
ties such as loquaciousness (lingua facilis) and hasty foresight.340 Bate distances this 
second threat by focusing on Mercury’s relation to the Sun, with which he considers 
Mercury to be in conjunction in his natal horoscope.341 Later in his analysis, he also 
argued that one baneful infl uence could cancel out another. More specifi cally, the 
unruliness of the soul that comes from Mars’s hold over Mercury through a sextile 
335 Nat. 957-968.
336 Nat. 968-971. On profections, see Alcabitius, Introductorius IV.8-10 (Burnett, Yamamoto and 
Yano 2004, pp. 326-31).
337 Nat. 982-983.
338 Nat. 971-981.
339 Nat. 1049-1063.
340 Nat. 1064-1083, 1157-1158.
341 Nat. 1093-1094, 1099.
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aspect, is tempered and resisted by Saturn’s opposition to Mercury, which “hinders 
sudden and rash motions while providing cause for deliberation”.342
Mercury’s association with the Sun also brings other benefi ts to Bate. Like 
Mercury, the Sun is in Aries, where it has more strength and pre-eminence than 
Mars.343 Where Aries brings justice, oratory prowess, judgment and moderation,344 
the pairing of Mercury with the Sun also announces special affi  nity for the science 
of the stars (astrologia), and indeed an overall predisposition towards wisdom and 
knowledge.345 Th e latter are confi rmed, Bate claims, by Mercury’s position in op-
position to Saturn.346 Added to this are religious contemplation and the natural 
company of kings and secretaries among other traits.347
All this allows Bate to conclude that the greater part of mercurial properties 
were impressed on him:
“probable inductions, necessary syllogisms, the study of philosophy, poetry, as well 
as medicine, several mathematical arts such as arithmetic, geometry and astronomy, 
as well as music, poetry, and dance”.348
Bate further develops these properties by considering the sextile aspect between 
Mercury and the Moon (both of which are also in aspect to the natal ascendant). 
Th is planetary disposition signifi ed an intellect that consistently mastered the ap-
petites.349 Th e Moon’s motion into conjunction with Mercury after the preceding 
New Moon of 17 March 1246 (see above, sections 7.1 and 7.5.1) signifi ed wisdom and 
an aptness for handiwork.350
Th rough the intermediary of this New Moon, the sign of Aquarius also gained a 
role in shaping Bate’s soul. Once again, this became possible by taking in material 
from the tradition of mundane astrology. First, Bate pointed out that the ascend-
ant of the chart for the New Moon of 17 March 1246 was Aquarius, the same sign 
in which the Saturn-Jupiter conjunction of 1225 (see above) occurred. Th is was 
a so-called ‘middle conjunction’ involving a change of triplicity (for this specifi c 
conjunction, from the earthy to the airy triangle).351 Secondly, Bate invokes the 
current dawr-cycle (orbis), which began in the year 940 according to Albumasar’s 
De magnis coniunctionibus. He calculates the zodiac sign where the direction from 
Aries has arrived in 1255 (beginning from 940). Th is yields Aries 1° + 315° (at the 
342 Nat. 1156-1165.
343 Nat. 1094-1097.
344 Nat. 1089-1091.
345 Nat. 1110-1114.
346 Nat. 1141-1148.
347 Nat. 1117, 1129-1130.
348 Nat. 1150-1155.
349 Nat. 1171-1175.
350 Nat. 1175-1180.
351 On the theory of Saturn-Jupiter conjunctions, see Yamamoto and Burnett 2000, vol. 1, pp. 582-7.
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habitual rate for directions of 1° per year) or, once again, Aquarius: the sign of “angels 
and demons” and signifi er of the highest goods.352
Next, Bate returns to Jupiter’s status as lord of his natal ascendant (see above, 
section 7.5.2.1), pointing out that this also brings an appetite for riches and justice, 
while Saturn adds anxiety and tolerance of labour.353
7.5.2.3. Interpreting the decans
In addition to Mercury and Jupiter, planetary ruler of the ascendant, Bate also 
spends several pages discussing two particular decans. Decans constitute an alter-
native system of zodiacal division, consisting of 36 ten-degree arcs (like the afore-
mentioned faces). As early as 1912, Aby Warburg drew attention to the importance 
of the decan system in medieval and Renaissance culture, which drew especially on 
Albumasar’s Introductorium maius VI.1 (tr. Hermann of Carinthia) as its source. In 
this text, Albumasar off ered an overview of three diff erent systems for describing 
the zodiac: the “Persian, Chaldean and Egyptian” decans, ultimately deriving from 
the fi rst-century astrologer Teukros; the “Indian” decans; and the “Greek” sphaera 
as found in Ptolemy.354
Bate focused fi rst on the decan hosting the Moon in his nativity chart, and sec-
ondly on the ascendant decan rising above the horizon.355 In Bate’s nativity, the 
Moon was in the second decan of Gemini. Th e latter represents a man playing a 
golden reed according to the Persians, and a dark man with bow and arrow who is 
singing and drumming according to the Indians. According to the Greeks, Albu-
masar reported, this decan groups the right part of the [constellation of the] Char-
ioteer, both of Taurus’s hind legs, and the head of Orion among other things.356 Th e 
ascendant decan is the second decan of Sagittarius, whose visual representations 
Bate also fi nds in Albumasar.357
Bate’s relation to the decans is fascinating. On the one hand, their enigmatic ico-
nography leads him to ascribe an occult meaning to them that smacks of prophecy, 
whose secrets Albumasar and Ibn Ezra sought to unveil, according to Bate. On the 
other hand, he fi nds that “the fortune and choices of this native are often similar 
to things covertly signifi ed by these images”.358 Th e second decan of Gemini, for 
instance, inspires Bate to develop his stunningly detailed description of personal 
musical prowess (see above, section 2.3).359
352 Nat. 1182-1188. On the doctrine of dawr, see Yamamoto and Burnett 2000, vol. 1, pp. 587-9.
353 Nat. 1196-1203.
354 For a useful recent introduction to the topic of (and vast literature on) the astrological decans, 
see Greenbaum 2016, pp. 213-35.
355 Nat. 1232-1236.
356 Nat. 1236-1254.
357 Nat. 1254-1266.
358 Nat. 1266-1286.
359 Nat. 1286-1335.
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In and of itself, the decan of the ascendant appears to play a minor role in Bate’s 
analysis. Its representation of a human fi gure does allow Bate to connect with a 
classifi cation of the zodiac signs in chapter I.24 of Alcabitius’s Introductorius.360 
More specifi cally, he points out that the zodiac signs occupying three of the four 
cardinal points or pivots (namely, the ascendant or eastern angle, the mid-heaven 
or cusp of the 10th house, and the descendant or western angle) are all human and 
shaped in the images of men. Th e remaining cardinal point, the Imum Coeli or cusp 
of the seventh house, is in a so-called domestic sign.361
On the authority of Johannes Hispalensis’s Epitome, Bate sees this as signifying 
a predilection for conversation, association in groups, banquets and feasts. Bate 
points out that this also entails a tendency to submit to the plans of his associates, 
even if these plans are displeasing to himself.362 Concerning the latter point, Bate 
also recognizes something of himself in a claim of the Liber novem iudicum, ac-
cording to which the mercurial man “while having many friends, fi nds very few of 
them to be trustworthy”.363 Ultimately, however, it is the “noble love of the sciences” 
that Bate sees himself attracted to beyond any other delight.364
7.6. Solar revolutions of the nativity
Th e last section of Bate’s Nativitas (lines 2782 to 3400) is devoted to a reading of the 
solar revolutions of Bate’s nativity for his 35th and 36th year. Revolutions are part of 
what David Pingree called “continuous horoscopy”: the study of celestial infl uence 
in between birth and death.365 Th e astrological method of solar revolutions, which 
modern-day astrologers call ‘solar returns’, is based on the assumption that the 
Sun’s annual return to a specifi c point on the ecliptic marks a moment of particular 
celestial infl uences, which would remain active for one year of the native’s life (i.e., 
until the next solar return).
In natal astrology, such revolutions were based on the position of the Sun in the 
ecliptic at the time of birth. Indeed, a solar revolution was nothing other than a 
return of the Sun to that point of the ecliptic. In Bate’s case, this was Aries 10°18’. In 
order to cast a revolution for the 35th year, one simply drew an astrological chart for 
the precise moment of the Sun’s 34th return to that point of the ecliptic after Bate’s 
birth: in this case, 23 March 1280 at 5h01 a.m.
Interpreting a revolved chart was no mean feat. One of the earliest and most 
infl uential treatises on the subject, Albumasar’s De revolutionibus nativitatum, 
states that:
360 Burnett, Yamamoto and Yano 2004, pp. 240-1.
361 Nat. 1345-1349.
362 Nat. 1350-1355.
363 Nat. 1356-1357.
364 Nat. 1364-1376.
365 Pingree 1997, p. 69. For a useful overview of continuous horoscopy, see Sela 2014, pp. 58-69.
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“Similarly [you will set down] the place of the profection where the year arrives from 
the ascendant, taking one sign [for each year], and also the place where the year 
arrives from the Lot of Fortune in the nativity. Also [take into account] the places to 
which the profection from the principal houses of the [nativity] chart applies. Next 
you will set down in this [revolved chart] which place in the division the divisor and 
its partaking co-divisor have reached. Also, the ruler of the ferdaria, and its co-ruler. 
You will also note the ruler of the orb. For each of these you will especially note the 
zodiac signs in which they are located. And if a fixed star should occupy the mid-
heaven, or be conjoined in the cardines with one of the luminaries or planets, you 
will mark this too”.366
Th is passage introduces no less than 19 diff erent signifi ers for the adequate judg-
ment of a revolved chart. Although Bate does not systematically follow the advice 
of Albumasar, many of these parameters do appear in the analysis of the Nativitas. 
Another crucial dimension of the interpretation of revolved charts, which Bate also 
takes into account, is the monitoring of planetary ingress into signifi cant positions 
of the original birth horoscope.367
366 Albumasar 1559, p. 214a:2-15.
367 Albumasar 1559, p. 272a and passim.
